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BEFORE YOU USE THIS GUIDE

RIDE PREPARED, NOT SURPRISED
Fly & Ride is about flying into a destination, hiring a motorcycle and exploring without transporting your own bike. It is one 
of the simplest ways to ride overseas-but the simplicity disappears quickly if the licence, insurance, rental agreement, 
motorcycle condition or daily logistics are wrong.

This guide is written for experienced riders planning short-term overseas rental trips. Thailand and Southeast Asia provide 
many examples because that is where much of our current experience sits, but the planning method applies anywhere.

THE NON-NEGOTIABLES  Correct motorcycle licence. Correct permit where required. Insurance that explicitly covers the bike 
and activity. A serviceable motorcycle. A helmet. No alcohol before riding.

How the guide works
 Six sections follow the order in which most riders make decisions.
 Each numbered module can also stand alone as a Facebook Guide post.
 “Verified requirement” means the source was checked for this edition. “Rider recommendation” means practical 

experience, not law.
 Conditions change. Recheck official advice and policy wording before every trip.
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PDF MASTER + FACEBOOK GUIDES

ONE GUIDE, TWO USES
This PDF is the master planning document. It keeps the complete structure, sources, route frameworks, checklists and 
printable appendices together in one sendable guide.

In the Facebook group
 Each numbered module - such as Guide 1.1 or Guide 2.5 - can be published as a stand-alone Facebook Guide post.
 Facebook versions may be shorter, more conversational and updated faster when members report a change.
 Useful member experience should be dated, checked and folded into the next master-document review.
 A Facebook post is not a substitute for current legal, insurer, operator or road information.

UPDATE RULE  Use the PDF for complete planning. Use Facebook for discussion and recent field information. Recheck 
official sources before paying, departing or riding.
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START HERE

THE 10-MINUTE FLY & RIDE CHECK
PRINT THIS PAGE. Before comparing routes or motorcycles, answer these ten questions. Any unanswered red item stops 
the booking until it is resolved.

 Do I hold a physical motorcycle licence valid for the motorcycle class?☐
 Do I need an IDP or local licence, and do I have the correct motorcycle endorsement?☐
 Does my travel policy cover me as the rider at the exact engine capacity?☐
 What medical evacuation, third-party and rental-bike damage protection exists?☐
 Will the rental company confirm the model, dates, deposit, excess and roadside process in writing?☐
 Can I reject the motorcycle if tyres, brakes, controls or warning lights are unsafe?☐
 Does the route fit daylight, weather, fuel range and my real riding pace?☐
 Will I actually wear the selected riding gear in the destination climate?☐
 Can the luggage be secured by two independent non-elastic attachment paths?☐
 Does someone outside the ride have the itinerary, check-in plan and emergency contacts?☐

BOOKING GATE  Do not pay a non-refundable motorcycle deposit until the licence, insurance, rental terms and capacity are all 
confirmed.
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THAILAND PLANNING WINDOW

SEASON, WEATHER AND DAYLIGHT
Northern Thailand can be excellent riding country, but the same route changes character across the year. Check current 
forecasts, air quality, road reports and official travel advice immediately before departure.

Cooler / drier months
Generally the easiest conditions for mountain touring, but mornings can be cold, popular areas busy and accommodation 
tighter around holidays.

Smoke season
Northern smoke haze is commonly a concern from December to April and can reach hazardous levels. Visibility and health 
impact may make a mountain trip poor value even when roads remain open.

Wet season
Rain can be intense and localised. Expect reduced grip, debris, washouts, mist and slower travel. Keep shorter alternatives 
and avoid pressure to reach a prepaid stop.

Daily rhythm
Start early, stop often and aim to finish before dark. Mountain traffic, mist and low light usually work against the rider later in 
the day.

CHECK BEFORE DEPARTURE  Current air quality, weather warnings, road closures, national-park access, border restrictions 
and the latest government travel advice.
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SECTION 01 / 06

INSURANCE & LEGAL
Do not rely on a rental shop saying that a licence or insurance is “not needed.” 
The shop’s willingness to hand over a motorcycle does not determine whether 
the ride is legal or insured.

READ THE WHOLE SECTION DURING PLANNING. USE EACH NUMBERED MODULE AS A QUICK REFERENCE 
OR FACEBOOK GUIDE.
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GUIDE 1.1

MOTORCYCLE TRAVEL-INSURANCE CHECKLIST
QUICK SUMMARY  Insurance must cover the rider, the activity, the engine capacity, the destination and the full travel period.

Executive checklist
 Read the full policy wording-not only the comparison table or sales page.☐
 Confirm motorcycle or moped riding is covered as a rider, not only as a passenger.☐
 Confirm the maximum engine capacity and whether an extra activity option is required.☐
 Confirm the required home licence, local licence and IDP conditions.☐

The reality
Travel policies treat motorcycle use differently. Some include small-capacity scooters, some require an added activity pack, 
some impose engine limits, and some require a home-country motorcycle licence even where local enforcement appears 
relaxed.

The risk
A rider can be legally exposed and personally responsible for hospital, evacuation, third-party injury and property costs. 
“Travel insurance included” is meaningless until the Product Disclosure Statement and motorcycle conditions are checked.

What to do
 Read the full policy wording-not only the comparison table or sales page.
 Confirm motorcycle or moped riding is covered as a rider, not only as a passenger.
 Confirm the maximum engine capacity and whether an extra activity option is required.
 Confirm the required home licence, local licence and IDP conditions.
 Confirm helmet, alcohol, road-type and off-road exclusions.
 Confirm overseas medical, evacuation and repatriation limits.
 Ask the insurer in writing about the exact country, bike capacity and riding activity; save the response.
 Carry the insurer’s 24-hour assistance number and policy number offline.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Describe the actual trip: “I will ride a hired 500 cc motorcycle on public sealed roads in Thailand while holding an 
Australian motorcycle licence and IDP.” General questions produce general answers.

RED FLAG  A credit-card logo or travel-insurance certificate does not prove motorcycle cover.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If the standard policy excludes the motorcycle, buy a separate motorcycle-capable policy for the 
riding period rather than hoping the exclusion will not matter.
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GUIDE 1.5

AUSTRALIAN MOTORCYCLE COVER - DATED COMPARISON
EXAMPLE ONLY - ALWAYS CHECK THE CURRENT PDS  Products and conditions change. This table was checked on 19 
August 2026 and is a screening tool, not a recommendation or statement that a claim will be paid.

PROVIDER / OPTION CAPACITY LICENCE TEST MEDICAL / EVACUATION BIKE DAMAGE / LIABILITY

Cover-More Motorcycle 
Riding

Up to 250 cc Valid Australian rider or 
driver licence plus 
destination rules

Benefits follow the selected 
base plan

No cover for damage 
caused to the bike, other 
property or people under the 
riding option

Cover-More Riding+ Unlimited; strict conditions Australian motorcycle 
licence held 5 years; hired 
bike; Australian-owned bike 
at least same capacity

Benefits follow the selected 
base plan

No cover for damage 
caused to the bike, other 
property or people under the 
riding option

Fast Cover Motorcycle 
Pack

No stated upper limit; rules 
change above 125 cc

Over 125 cc: Australian 
motorcycle licence for class 
plus licence valid locally; 
age 74 or under at policy 
issue

Benefits follow the selected 
base plan

Confirm rental-bike damage 
and personal-liability 
exclusions separately

Allianz Adventure Pack No capacity stated on 
current activity page

Appropriate Australian class, 
or locally valid licence where 
Australian licence is not 
recognised

Benefits follow 
Comprehensive or Multi-Trip 
plan

Adventure activity cover 
does not itself prove rental-
bike damage or liability 
cover

nib travel insurance Up to 250 cc Must comply with 
destination licensing and full 
PDS conditions

Emergency assistance and 
benefits follow selected plan

Personal liability excluded; 
confirm rental-bike damage 
separately

What the table does not prove
 That a particular quote includes the required riding option.
 That the policy covers damage to the hired motorcycle.
 That personal liability applies while controlling a motor vehicle.
 That a local rental agreement, licence, IDP, helmet or road use meets every condition.
 That pre-existing medical conditions, age limits or trip-duration rules are satisfied.

BUYING RULE  Obtain a quote for the exact rider, destination, dates and motorcycle capacity. Save the PDS, certificate and 
written clarification that applied when the policy was purchased.



FLY & RIDE  |  MOTORCYCLE TRAVEL PLANNING GUIDE

FLY  /  RENT  /  RIDE  /  EXPLORE     |     10

GUIDE 1.2

CREDIT-CARD COVER AND ENGINE LIMITS
QUICK SUMMARY  Complimentary credit-card insurance can be valuable, but activation rules and motorcycle exclusions must 
be checked separately.

Executive checklist
 Confirm exactly how cover is activated and which traveller is eligible.☐
 Check maximum trip duration, age limits and pre-existing-condition rules.☐
 Search the PDS for motorcycle, motorbike, moped, scooter, engine capacity, licence and helmet.☐
 Check whether rental-vehicle excess cover includes motorcycles-it often does not.☐

The reality
Card policies often require a qualifying travel purchase, an eligible cardholder, a defined trip length and compliance with 
every activity condition. Engine-capacity limits can sit deep in the policy wording.

The risk
A rider may assume the whole trip is insured because flights were purchased on the card, while motorcycle injuries, 
luggage left on the bike or rental-bike damage remain excluded.

What to do
 Confirm exactly how cover is activated and which traveller is eligible.
 Check maximum trip duration, age limits and pre-existing-condition rules.
 Search the PDS for motorcycle, motorbike, moped, scooter, engine capacity, licence and helmet.
 Check whether rental-vehicle excess cover includes motorcycles-it often does not.
 Check unattended-baggage exclusions before leaving bags on the motorcycle.
 Save the policy version that applies on the activation date.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Use card insurance for what it does well, but purchase separate motorcycle cover when the bike or activity falls 
outside it.

RED FLAG  Do not assume a policy that covers medical treatment also covers damage to the rental motorcycle.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Create a one-page cover summary listing insurer, assistance number, engine limit, excess and 
exclusions.
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GUIDE 1.3

LICENCE, IDP AND HELMET REQUIREMENTS
QUICK SUMMARY  The correct motorcycle entitlement must exist before the trip. An IDP translates or supports a licence; it 
does not create a motorcycle entitlement.

Executive checklist
 Carry the physical home-country motorcycle licence.☐
 Obtain the correct IDP before departure where required.☐
 Check that the IDP motorcycle category is endorsed correctly.☐
 Carry both documents together; do not rely only on a digital licence.☐

The reality
Thailand advice for Australian travellers states that a valid IDP and Australian licence are needed for the vehicle type, and 
that a valid motorcycle licence is required to ride a motorcycle. Thai law requires riders and passengers to wear helmets.

The risk
Incorrect licensing can lead to penalties and may invalidate travel or vehicle insurance. A rental shop may still hand over 
the keys.

What to do
 Carry the physical home-country motorcycle licence.
 Obtain the correct IDP before departure where required.
 Check that the IDP motorcycle category is endorsed correctly.
 Carry both documents together; do not rely only on a digital licence.
 Check the destination’s current rules and the rental company’s requirements.
 Wear a properly fitting helmet on every ride and confirm the passenger has one too.
 Keep passport copies with you but avoid surrendering the original as rental security.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Photograph the licence, IDP, passport information page and insurance certificate, then store encrypted copies 
separately.

RED FLAG  “Everyone rents without one” is not evidence of legality or insurance.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If the supplied helmet is damaged, loose or unhygienic, use your own or source a suitable 
replacement before riding.
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GUIDE 1.4

MEDICAL COSTS, EXCESSES AND THIRD-PARTY EXPOSURE
QUICK SUMMARY  Travel medical cover, rental-bike damage cover and third-party liability are different protections.

Executive checklist
 Ask the rental company for written details of compulsory, third-party and bike-damage cover.☐
 Record every excess or deductible and the maximum exposure.☐
 Confirm whether theft, single-vehicle incidents, tyres, wheels and underbody damage are excluded.☐
 Confirm medical evacuation and repatriation cover.☐

The reality
A rental may include only limited compulsory or third-party cover. Hospitals may request deposits or proof of insurance, and 
remote injuries may require costly transfer to a larger centre.

The risk
Riders can face several simultaneous bills: their own medical care, evacuation, damage to the bike, loss-of-use charges, 
and compensation for injury or property damage to others.

What to do
 Ask the rental company for written details of compulsory, third-party and bike-damage cover.
 Record every excess or deductible and the maximum exposure.
 Confirm whether theft, single-vehicle incidents, tyres, wheels and underbody damage are excluded.
 Confirm medical evacuation and repatriation cover.
 Keep an accessible emergency payment method for deposits or excesses.
 Never admit liability or agree to a cash settlement without contacting the rental company and insurer.
 Obtain police, medical and rental-company records after an incident.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Treat “fully insured” as a prompt for more questions, not an answer.

RED FLAG  A low daily rental price paired with a large uninsured damage exposure is not a cheap rental.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Before the trip, write down who to call first: emergency services, rental company, travel insurer, 
then a nominated contact.
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SECTION 02 / 06

MOTORCYCLE RENTALS
Choose the provider before choosing the cheapest motorcycle. 
Communication, maintenance, written terms and roadside response matter 
more once you are several hours from the shop.

READ THE WHOLE SECTION DURING PLANNING. USE EACH NUMBERED MODULE AS A QUICK REFERENCE 
OR FACEBOOK GUIDE.
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GUIDE 2.1

CHOOSING A RENTAL COMPANY
QUICK SUMMARY  A credible rental provider explains the motorcycle, deposit, insurance, excess, mileage, servicing and 
recovery process before taking payment.

Executive checklist
 Ask for the exact make, model, year or model generation and luggage configuration.☐
 Confirm daily rate, taxes, mileage limit, late fees and minimum hire period.☐
 Confirm deposit method and refund timing.☐
 Ask for written insurance, excess and damage terms.☐

The reality
Online reviews help, but they can be old, manipulated or focused on easy city scooter rentals rather than multi-day touring. 
A shop that is good for a 125 cc scooter may not support an adventure bike hundreds of kilometres away.

The risk
Poor communication before booking often becomes worse after a breakdown, accident or disputed deposit.

What to do
 Ask for the exact make, model, year or model generation and luggage configuration.
 Confirm daily rate, taxes, mileage limit, late fees and minimum hire period.
 Confirm deposit method and refund timing.
 Ask for written insurance, excess and damage terms.
 Ask what happens after a puncture, mechanical failure or accident outside business hours.
 Check recent reviews for maintenance, deposit returns and roadside support-not only friendliness.
 Confirm whether cross-province, island ferry or border travel is restricted.
 Keep all promises in writing.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Send one consolidated question list. Clear operators usually answer it clearly.

RED FLAG  Pressure to pay immediately while key terms remain unanswered.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If the exact motorcycle is not guaranteed, agree in writing on acceptable alternatives and the 
right to cancel if the substitute is unsuitable.
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GUIDE 2.2

PRE-RENTAL MOTORCYCLE INSPECTION
QUICK SUMMARY  Allow at least 15-20 minutes for a deliberate handover. Record condition before luggage is fitted and 
before leaving the shop.

Executive checklist
 Film a slow walkaround in good light, including fairings, tank, wheels, tyres, levers, mirrors, engine cases, exhaust, ☐
underside, luggage and fuel level.

 Check tyre tread, age-related cracking, damage and cold pressure.☐
 Test front and rear brakes separately and inspect visible fluid levels.☐
 Check chain condition, tight spots and slack against the manufacturer’s specification.☐

The reality
Rental bikes pass through many riders. Cosmetic wear is normal; unsafe tyres, brakes, controls, lights, bearings, leaks or 
badly adjusted drive systems are not.

The risk
Once the bike leaves the shop, pre-existing damage can become a dispute and a small mechanical problem can become a 
remote roadside failure.

What to do
 Film a slow walkaround in good light, including fairings, tank, wheels, tyres, levers, mirrors, engine cases, exhaust, 

underside, luggage and fuel level.
 Check tyre tread, age-related cracking, damage and cold pressure.
 Test front and rear brakes separately and inspect visible fluid levels.
 Check chain condition, tight spots and slack against the manufacturer’s specification.
 Check steering, throttle return, clutch action and all controls.
 Check headlights, indicators, brake lights and horn.
 Look for fluid leaks and damaged fork seals.
 Confirm tools, puncture kit, spare key, registration and emergency contact details.
 Take a short test ride before loading and reject an unsafe motorcycle.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Repeat the check after the first short ride; luggage mounts, controls and tyre pressure issues can become obvious 
only when moving.

RED FLAG  Never accept “it will be fine” as the answer to a brake, tyre, steering or warning-light concern.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Photograph the odometer and dashboard with the engine running so warning lights and fuel 
level are recorded.
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GUIDE 2.3

DEPOSITS, DAMAGE AND AGREEMENTS
QUICK SUMMARY  The signed agreement controls the dispute-not the friendly conversation at the counter.

Executive checklist
 Read the agreement before paying the balance.☐
 Match the agreement to the quoted motorcycle, dates, rate, deposit and mileage.☐
 Mark every existing defect on the condition report and retain a signed copy.☐
 Confirm who can ride and whether a passenger is permitted.☐

The reality
Deposits may be cash, card pre-authorisation or, at poor operators, a passport. Damage schedules can include inflated 
replacement prices, loss-of-use charges or exclusions for common touring damage.

The risk
An unclear agreement can turn a minor scratch, puncture or late return into a large deduction.

What to do
 Read the agreement before paying the balance.
 Match the agreement to the quoted motorcycle, dates, rate, deposit and mileage.
 Mark every existing defect on the condition report and retain a signed copy.
 Confirm who can ride and whether a passenger is permitted.
 Confirm theft, key loss, tyre, wheel, luggage and recovery charges.
 Do not leave the original passport as security; choose another operator if required.
 Obtain a receipt for every payment and deposit.
 At return, photograph the bike, odometer and fuel level and obtain written confirmation that it was accepted.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Return during staffed daylight hours where possible so the bike can be inspected with you present.

RED FLAG  Blank spaces, missing insurance details or refusal to provide a copy.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If paying cash deposit, have both parties sign a receipt showing amount, currency, motorcycle 
and refund conditions.
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GUIDE 2.4

CHOOSING THE RIGHT MOTORCYCLE
QUICK SUMMARY  The best fly-and-ride motorcycle is the one that fits the rider, passenger, luggage, roads and support 
network-not necessarily the largest option.

Executive checklist
 Choose a capacity covered by your licence and insurance.☐
 Sit on the motorcycle with riding boots and test reach to the ground and controls.☐
 Consider passenger comfort and total load.☐
 Prefer common models with local parts and service support.☐

The reality
Familiar middleweight motorcycles are often easier to manage in heat, traffic, hotel car parks and broken mountain roads. 
Seat height, reach, weight and luggage width matter every day.

The risk
An impressive bike can become tiring, unstable when loaded or difficult to repair outside major centres.

What to do
 Choose a capacity covered by your licence and insurance.
 Sit on the motorcycle with riding boots and test reach to the ground and controls.
 Consider passenger comfort and total load.
 Prefer common models with local parts and service support.
 Check fuel range against the planned route.
 Check luggage security, waterproofing and mounting strength.
 Avoid unfamiliar electronic complexity if support will be limited.
 Select the bike for the hardest ordinary day of the trip, not the best photograph.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  For many Thailand routes, a 300-500 cc twin is easier to live with than a very heavy large-capacity adventure bike.

RED FLAG  A substitute motorcycle with different capacity can invalidate the insurance decision made at booking.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Write the acceptable substitute class into the booking conversation before paying.
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GUIDE 2.5

RENTAL-OPERATOR RED FLAGS
QUICK SUMMARY  A cheap motorcycle is poor value when the operator avoids written terms, hides the real exposure or 
prevents a proper inspection.

Executive checklist
 The operator demands the original passport as security.☐
 No written excess, damage schedule or insurance detail is provided.☐
 The operator refuses a full walkaround video or adequate inspection time.☐
 The confirmed motorcycle is replaced without prior agreement.☐

The reality
Most disputes reveal warning patterns before the rider leaves: vague insurance answers, urgency to pay, undocumented 
damage, a substituted bike or refusal to provide the agreement.

The risk
Once the rider is committed by flights, deposit or group expectations, an unsafe motorcycle or unfair contract becomes 
harder to reject.

What to do
 The operator demands the original passport as security.
 No written excess, damage schedule or insurance detail is provided.
 The operator refuses a full walkaround video or adequate inspection time.
 The confirmed motorcycle is replaced without prior agreement.
 Existing damage cannot be added to the signed condition report.
 Tyres, brakes, steering, lights or warning lamps are dismissed with “it is fine.”
 Cash payments or deposits are offered without a receipt.
 The contract contains blank spaces or the rider is not allowed to retain a copy.
 Cross-province, ferry or border permissions are only verbal.
 The after-hours breakdown and recovery process cannot be explained.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Treat discomfort at the counter as useful information. A professional operator will normally accept a careful 
inspection and clear written questions.

RED FLAG  Pressure to leave quickly before the motorcycle, contract and deposit record are complete.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Keep a second operator or acceptable motorcycle class available until the handover is finished. 
Walking away is cheaper than inheriting an unsafe bike or undefined liability.



FLY & RIDE  |  MOTORCYCLE TRAVEL PLANNING GUIDE

FLY  /  RENT  /  RIDE  /  EXPLORE     |     19

SECTION 03 / 06

ROUTES & DESTINATIONS
A route is a framework, not a race. Shorter days create time for weather, 
coffee stops, viewpoints, wrong turns and the reason you flew there in the first 
place.

READ THE WHOLE SECTION DURING PLANNING. USE EACH NUMBERED MODULE AS A QUICK REFERENCE 
OR FACEBOOK GUIDE.
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GUIDE 3.1

MAE HONG SON LOOP - CLOCKWISE FRAMEWORK
QUICK SUMMARY  A practical clockwise loop from Chiang Mai runs through Mae Sariang, Mae Hong Son, Ban Rak Thai, the 
Cave Lodge/Soppong area and Pai before returning to Chiang Mai.

Executive checklist
 Use six riding days for the full clockwise route shown here.☐
 Start with Chiang Mai to Mae Sariang rather than racing directly to Mae Hong Son.☐
 Use Mae Hong Son as a base for Ban Rak Thai, Pang Ung and nearby viewpoints.☐
 Stay near Cave Lodge or Soppong instead of treating Tham Lod as a quick roadside stop.☐

The reality
The loop combines mountain bends, changing surfaces, tourist traffic, smoke-season issues and rapidly changing weather. 
Daily distance alone does not show difficulty.

The risk
Overpacked days encourage late finishes, rushed overtakes and riding when tired. Popular sections around Pai can be 
busy and unpredictable.

What to do
 Use six riding days for the full clockwise route shown here.
 Start with Chiang Mai to Mae Sariang rather than racing directly to Mae Hong Son.
 Use Mae Hong Son as a base for Ban Rak Thai, Pang Ung and nearby viewpoints.
 Stay near Cave Lodge or Soppong instead of treating Tham Lod as a quick roadside stop.
 Ride early and aim to finish before dark.
 Check seasonal smoke, rain, roadworks and local closures immediately before departure.
 Keep one flexible day rather than booking every hour tightly.
 Refuel before remote side roads and do not pass reliable fuel late in the day.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Clockwise travel lets many riders settle into the trip before reaching the busiest Pai-Chiang Mai section.

RED FLAG  Do not measure the day only in kilometres; repeated bends, heat and stops make a short mountain day tiring.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If weather closes in, shorten the day. Accommodation is easier to replace than a motorcycle or 
rider.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 1

CHIANG MAI TO MAE SARIANG
ROUTE  Chiang Mai - Hot - Mae Sariang

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 230-250 km 5-7 hours with stops Mae Sariang

Suggested stops
 Coffee or fuel stop around Hot
 Ob Luang area if time and access allow
 Late lunch or riverside stop before Mae Sariang

Planning notes
 This is the settling-in day: learn the bike and luggage before the tighter mountain stages.
 Start with a full tank and avoid adding a major Doi Inthanon detour unless the group has time and suitable weather.
 Confirm secure parking and fuel for the next morning.

FUEL PLAN  Start full in Chiang Mai; top up around Hot and finish with fuel in Mae Sariang.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Moderate. Long first day with mixed highway and mountain riding; generally flowing, with 
heat and fatigue more important than technical difficulty.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 2

MAE SARIANG TO MAE HONG SON
ROUTE  Mae Sariang - Khun Yuam - Mae Hong Son

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 160-180 km 4-6 hours with stops Mae Hong Son

Suggested stops
 Khun Yuam fuel and rest stop
 Roadside viewpoints on Route 108
 Jong Kham lake and the town temples after check-in

Planning notes
 The distance is modest but the road rewards an unhurried pace.
 Keep optional waterfall or memorial detours genuinely optional.
 Arrive early enough to confirm the next day’s Ban Rak Thai route and weather.

FUEL PLAN  Leave Mae Sariang full; use Khun Yuam as the planned top-up and arrive Mae Hong Son with reserve.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Moderate to demanding. Sustained bends and elevation changes on Route 108; usually 
rewarding rather than fast.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 3

MAE HONG SON MOUNTAIN LOOP
ROUTE  Mae Hong Son - Su Tong Pae - Pang Ung - Ban Rak Thai - Mae Hong Son

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 100-140 km Full sightseeing day Mae Hong Son

Suggested stops
 Su Tong Pae bamboo bridge
 Pang Ung reservoir, subject to access
 Ban Rak Thai tea village and lunch

Planning notes
 Use a lightly loaded motorcycle and leave main luggage at the hotel.
 Roads can be narrow, steep and damp; do not chase a timetable.
 Check current access and local conditions before leaving town.

FUEL PLAN  Start full in Mae Hong Son and top up before the northern side roads if range is uncertain.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Demanding in places. Narrow, steep local roads, tight turns, shade and possible damp 
surfaces; lightly loaded bikes recommended.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 4

MAE HONG SON TO CAVE LODGE / SOPPONG
ROUTE  Mae Hong Son - Pang Mapha - Tham Lod area

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 120-140 km 4-6 hours with stops Cave Lodge / Soppong

Suggested stops
 Mountain viewpoints on Route 1095
 Pang Mapha or Soppong for fuel and food
 Sunset or village walk near the lodge

Planning notes
 Fuel before the remote final approach.
 Book cave activities locally and do not assume late entry.
 Expect sharper bends and changing shade, grip and visibility.

FUEL PLAN  Leave Mae Hong Son full; treat Soppong/Pang Mapha as the essential fuel check before the lodge.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Demanding. Repeated mountain bends, variable shade and occasional rough edges; short 
distance but high concentration.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 5

THAM LOD TO PAI
ROUTE  Cave Lodge - Tham Lod - Pai

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 45-80 km plus local 
riding

Short ride / full activity day Pai

Suggested stops
 Guided Tham Lod cave visit
 Coffee or viewpoint stops toward Pai
 Pai Canyon or quieter countryside before evening

Planning notes
 A guide is required for the cave; current access, rafting and fees should be confirmed locally.
 This deliberately short day allows the cave to be experienced without a rushed departure.
 Pai traffic can be unpredictable: slow down before entering town.

FUEL PLAN  Top up in Soppong if needed; Pai has normal fuel options, but do not begin local loops near empty.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Moderate. Short but still very twisty; tourist vans and changing traffic increase closer to 
Pai.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 6

PAI TO CHIANG MAI
ROUTE  Pai - Route 1095 - Mae Rim / Chiang Mai

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 130-150 km 4-6 hours with stops Chiang Mai

Suggested stops
 Early departure before heavier tourist traffic
 Fuel and coffee around Mae Taeng
 Rental return inspection in daylight

Planning notes
 This familiar-looking final leg contains sustained bends and mixed traffic.
 Leave time for refuelling, washing only if required, and a proper return inspection.
 Photograph the motorcycle, odometer and fuel level before handover.

FUEL PLAN  Leave Pai with adequate range; plan a top-up around Mae Taeng and return at the agreed fuel level.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Demanding early, easier later. Sustained bends, tourist traffic and possible slow vehicles 
before the run opens toward Chiang Mai.
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GUIDE 3.2

GOLDEN TRIANGLE AND MEKONG RIDING
QUICK SUMMARY  Use Chiang Rai as a base, then link Mae Salong, the Golden Triangle, Chiang Saen, Chiang Khong and 
Mekong-side roads according to time and conditions.

Executive checklist
 Base in Chiang Rai for two nights if time allows.☐
 Separate a Mae Salong mountain day from a Mekong/Golden Triangle day.☐
 Include Chiang Khong when the river road and time justify it.☐
 Check border-zone advice and do not assume a crossing is available to a rental motorcycle.☐

The reality
The headline attractions are only anchors. The best riding often sits on smaller connecting roads, but surfaces and fuel 
availability vary.

The risk
A route built only around map distance can miss mountain weather, agricultural traffic, border restrictions and slow scenic 
sections.

What to do
 Base in Chiang Rai for two nights if time allows.
 Separate a Mae Salong mountain day from a Mekong/Golden Triangle day.
 Include Chiang Khong when the river road and time justify it.
 Check border-zone advice and do not assume a crossing is available to a rental motorcycle.
 Download offline maps and save fuel, food and accommodation points.
 Ask the rental provider about permitted provinces and border proximity.
 Keep the final return to Chiang Mai realistic and avoid a late mountain arrival.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  A base-loop format lets riders leave luggage at the hotel and adapt to weather.

RED FLAG  A map line crossing an international border is not proof that the rider or rental motorcycle can cross.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  When a side road deteriorates beyond the rider’s comfort or rental conditions, turn around early 
without embarrassment.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 1

CHIANG RAI TO THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE
ROUTE  Chiang Rai - Doi Tung - Mae Salong - Chiang Saen / Golden Triangle

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 170-220 km 6-8 hours with stops Chiang Saen / Golden Triangle

Suggested stops
 Doi Tung or an alternative mountain viewpoint
 Mae Salong tea-country lunch
 Golden Triangle viewpoint before check-in

Planning notes
 This is the longest of the three days; start early and drop a stop if weather closes in.
 The mountain roads around Doi Tung and Mae Salong can be steep and slow.
 Do not assume the rental motorcycle can cross any international border.

FUEL PLAN  Start full in Chiang Rai; top up near Mae Chan/Mae Sai before the mountain section and finish near Chiang Saen 
with reserve.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Demanding. Steep, tight mountain roads around Doi Tung and Mae Salong, followed by 
easier lowland running.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 2

MEKONG ROAD TO CHIANG KHONG
ROUTE  Golden Triangle / Chiang Saen - Mekong-side roads - Chiang Khong

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 100-150 km 4-6 hours with stops Chiang Khong

Suggested stops
 Chiang Saen old-town area
 Mekong viewpoints and village stops
 Riverside evening in Chiang Khong

Planning notes
 Choose the smaller river roads only when surfaces, weather and daylight suit the group.
 Carry cash and refuel before long scenic detours.
 A river cruise or border-area activity is separate from taking a rental motorcycle into Laos.

FUEL PLAN  Top up in Chiang Saen; do not rely on every small map-listed station along the river road.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Easy to moderate. Mostly relaxed river riding with local traffic and variable minor-road 
surfaces.
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ROUTE PLAN / DAY 3

PHU CHI FA AND RETURN TO CHIANG RAI
ROUTE  Chiang Khong - Phu Chi Fa area - Chiang Rai

DISTANCE RIDING TIME OVERNIGHT

Approx. 180-240 km 6-8 hours with stops Chiang Rai

Suggested stops
 Early mountain run toward Phu Chi Fa
 Viewpoint access only if weather and local rules suit
 Late lunch before the final Chiang Rai return

Planning notes
 This is a weather-dependent mountain day; use a direct lower-route alternative in poor visibility.
 Doi Tung belongs on Day 1, not this eastern mountain day.
 Finish with fuel and enough daylight to deal with luggage or motorcycle issues.

FUEL PLAN  Leave Chiang Khong full; top up before the Phu Chi Fa climb and again before the final return if required.

ROAD CHARACTER / DIFFICULTY  Demanding. Long mountain day with steep climbs, tight bends, mist risk and a substantial 
return leg.
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GUIDE 3.3

BUILDING ANY FLY-AND-RIDE ROUTE
QUICK SUMMARY  Plan around useful riding hours and decision points, not maximum daily distance.

Executive checklist
 Mark fixed anchors: flight, motorcycle pickup/return and any non-movable event.☐
 Set a normal day and a shorter bad-weather alternative.☐
 Identify fuel gaps, mountain sections, ferry times and sunset.☐
 Build rest or base-loop days into trips longer than a week.☐

The reality
Navigation apps optimise travel time but do not understand rider fatigue, heat, road surface, photography stops, border 
controls or the consequences of a puncture near sunset.

The risk
Rigid bookings can force riders to continue in poor conditions; no plan at all can create fuel, lodging and communication 
problems.

What to do
 Mark fixed anchors: flight, motorcycle pickup/return and any non-movable event.
 Set a normal day and a shorter bad-weather alternative.
 Identify fuel gaps, mountain sections, ferry times and sunset.
 Build rest or base-loop days into trips longer than a week.
 Share the route and daily check-in plan with someone not riding.
 Download offline maps and keep accommodation addresses in the local language.
 Avoid unnecessary night riding.
 Review tomorrow’s route each evening using current weather and local advice.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Aim to arrive with enough daylight to solve a hotel, parking or mechanical problem.

RED FLAG  Three consecutive “big days” often turn a holiday into an endurance test.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Keep a short list of optional stops that can be dropped without damaging the trip.
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GUIDE 3.4

BORDERS, FERRIES AND RESTRICTED TRAVEL
QUICK SUMMARY  Treat every border, ferry and special-access area as a separate planning task.

Executive checklist
 Ask the rental company in writing whether the exact crossing or ferry is permitted.☐
 Check official immigration, customs and transport authority requirements.☐
 Confirm vehicle registration, owner authorisation and insurance validity.☐
 Do not rely on old ride reports for current border procedures.☐

The reality
Immigration permission for the rider does not automatically permit a rental motorcycle to leave the country. Vehicle 
ownership papers, written authority, temporary import rules, insurance and permits may all apply.

The risk
A rider can reach a border or ferry and discover that the motorcycle, documents or insurance are invalid for onward travel.

What to do
 Ask the rental company in writing whether the exact crossing or ferry is permitted.
 Check official immigration, customs and transport authority requirements.
 Confirm vehicle registration, owner authorisation and insurance validity.
 Do not rely on old ride reports for current border procedures.
 Carry printed and digital document copies.
 Build enough time to turn around without riding after dark.
 Check whether one-way rental or vehicle transport is actually authorised.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Assume nothing at borders. Rules can differ by crossing, nationality, vehicle registration and direction of travel.

RED FLAG  A rental company’s casual “should be okay” is not written permission.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Design a domestic alternative route before departure so a closed border does not ruin the trip.
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GUIDE 3.5

SOUTHERN THAILAND - LIGHT ROUTE FRAMEWORK
QUICK SUMMARY  A practical southern trip links the Andaman coast, rainforest interior and Gulf-side connections without 
trying to cover the whole peninsula in one ride.

Executive checklist
 Day 1: Phuket to Khao Lak or Phang Nga - short shakedown day with time to solve rental or luggage issues.☐
 Day 2: Khao Lak/Phang Nga to Ranong - longer Andaman-coast transfer; start early and manage rain.☐
 Day 3: Ranong base day - local coastal or inland loop, or a non-riding rest/day-trip option.☐
 Day 4: Ranong to Khao Sok or Surat Thani area - substantial cross-peninsula day with an early finish target.☐

The reality
Southern Thailand is hotter, wetter and more traffic-heavy than many northern mountain routes. Rain can be intense and 
localised, ferry rules vary and the main highways can be tiring rather than scenic.

The risk
A plan built only around beach destinations can create long transfer days, wet luggage, unsafe late arrivals and 
unnecessary ferry or island complications.

What to do
 Day 1: Phuket to Khao Lak or Phang Nga - short shakedown day with time to solve rental or luggage issues.
 Day 2: Khao Lak/Phang Nga to Ranong - longer Andaman-coast transfer; start early and manage rain.
 Day 3: Ranong base day - local coastal or inland loop, or a non-riding rest/day-trip option.
 Day 4: Ranong to Khao Sok or Surat Thani area - substantial cross-peninsula day with an early finish target.
 Day 5: Khao Sok/Surat area to Krabi or Ao Nang - confirm the chosen road, weather and accommodation access.
 Day 6: Krabi/Ao Nang to Phuket - allow traffic, bridge approaches and a daylight rental return.
 Add rest days for Koh Samui, Krabi or Ranong rather than forcing island and mainland travel into the same riding day.
 Confirm in writing whether the rental motorcycle is permitted on ferries and islands.
 Use weather radar and local advice each morning; shorten the day before tropical rain becomes a visibility problem.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Use the mainland loop as the reliable spine. Treat islands, boat trips and Myanmar excursions as separate 
activities with separate documents and timing.

RED FLAG  Do not assume a motorcycle permitted around Phuket can be taken on every ferry, island or international side trip.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If the coast is under heavy rain, move the overnight stop, use a direct main-road alternative or 
take a non-riding day. This framework must be rebuilt around current conditions before use.
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SECTION 04 / 06

GEAR & PACKING
Take gear that earns its place. If it is too uncomfortable to wear for two days in 
tropical heat, it is not useful because it will stay in the bag.

READ THE WHOLE SECTION DURING PLANNING. USE EACH NUMBERED MODULE AS A QUICK REFERENCE 
OR FACEBOOK GUIDE.
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GUIDE 4.1

MINIMUM RIDING KIT
QUICK SUMMARY  The minimum is not the ideal. It is the lowest practical baseline for someone who will actually wear the gear 
in the destination climate.

Executive checklist
 Helmet in sound condition and correct fit.☐
 Lightweight motorcycle gloves.☐
 Closed footwear; ankle-covering motorcycle boots are preferred.☐
 Long trousers; motorcycle-rated lightweight pants are preferred.☐

The reality
Heavy touring gear can become unbearable in humid heat, while casual holiday clothing provides little protection. Many 
Thai rental helmets are low-cost, heavily used, damaged or a poor fit; bring your own helmet where practical. The useful 
answer is breathable, packable equipment that remains on the rider.

The risk
Gear left at the hotel provides no protection. Inadequate footwear, bare hands and an unsuitable helmet turn small 
incidents into major injuries.

What to do
 Helmet in sound condition and correct fit.
 Lightweight motorcycle gloves.
 Closed footwear; ankle-covering motorcycle boots are preferred.
 Long trousers; motorcycle-rated lightweight pants are preferred.
 Breathable mesh or ventilated riding jacket.
 Eye protection or helmet visor.
 Thin waterproof over-layer rather than a heavy waterproof riding suit.
 Insurance that covers the activity, engine capacity, licence and helmet requirements.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Wear the riding pants and jacket on the flight if baggage limits are tight-but only if they are comfortable enough to 
wear on the bike afterward.

RED FLAG  Do not confuse “legal minimum” with sensible protection.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Choose dual-purpose items: riding shoes that can walk, a rain shell that works off the bike and 
quick-dry layers for day and evening.
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GUIDE 4.2

HOT-WEATHER PACKING RULES
QUICK SUMMARY  Pack four to five days of lightweight clothing for a trip of a week or more, then wash as you travel.

Executive checklist
 Pack for 4-5 days, not the full trip.☐
 Choose lightweight, quick-dry clothing that can be washed in a shower and dry overnight.☐
 Use a small portable clothesline and a few pegs.☐
 Avoid duplicate shoes and bulky evening outfits.☐

The reality
In Thailand and similar destinations, laundries and hotel washing services are common. Heavy cotton and “just in case” 
clothing occupy limited luggage space and dry slowly.

The risk
Overpacking makes airport transfers harder, overloads the motorcycle and encourages insecure external luggage.

What to do
 Pack for 4-5 days, not the full trip.
 Choose lightweight, quick-dry clothing that can be washed in a shower and dry overnight.
 Use a small portable clothesline and a few pegs.
 Avoid duplicate shoes and bulky evening outfits.
 Take items with more than one use.
 Separate one clean flight/homeward set.
 Weigh the packed bag before departure and respect domestic airline limits.
 Leave spare capacity for water, rain layers and items acquired during the trip.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  If an item cannot dry overnight, question whether it belongs in a hot-weather fly-and-ride bag.

RED FLAG  “I might need it” is not a packing category.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  When laundry is delayed, wash the next day’s base layer in the shower and roll it in a towel 
before hanging.
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GUIDE 4.3

HYDRATION, RAIN AND TROPICAL CONDITIONS
QUICK SUMMARY  Hydration and rain management are riding-safety systems, not comfort extras.

Executive checklist
 Start hydrated and drink before feeling thirsty.☐
 Carry accessible water rather than burying it inside strapped luggage.☐
 Use a secure bottle holder or hydration system that cannot contact hot or moving parts.☐
 Take a thin waterproof shell and waterproof or lined luggage.☐

The reality
Heat, humidity and airflow can disguise dehydration. Tropical rain can reduce visibility, wash debris onto the road and cool 
a rider quickly after sunset.

The risk
Dehydration reduces concentration and decision quality. Stopping under unsafe cover or riding quickly to escape rain 
creates additional risk.

What to do
 Start hydrated and drink before feeling thirsty.
 Carry accessible water rather than burying it inside strapped luggage.
 Use a secure bottle holder or hydration system that cannot contact hot or moving parts.
 Take a thin waterproof shell and waterproof or lined luggage.
 Protect documents and electronics in separate waterproof pouches.
 Slow down early when rain begins; road contamination is often worst at the start.
 Avoid sheltering where the motorcycle or rider is exposed to traffic or falling branches.
 Add electrolyte replacement when conditions and exertion justify it.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  A flip-top bottle is easier to use at short stops than repeatedly unpacking a bottle.

RED FLAG  Dark clouds over a mountain route are a planning signal, not a challenge.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If visibility becomes poor, stop somewhere genuinely safe and wait rather than following a 
vehicle’s tail-lights blindly.
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GUIDE 4.4

AIRLINE AND LUGGAGE PLANNING
QUICK SUMMARY  Design the luggage system around the complete journey: airport → hotel → rental shop → motorcycle → 
hotel → airport.

Executive checklist
 Check every airline sector, including domestic connections.☐
 Confirm cabin and checked weight, dimensions and sporting-equipment rules.☐
 Carry lithium batteries in accordance with airline rules and protect terminals.☐
 Check restrictions on tools, CO₂ cartridges, aerosols and chain products.☐

The reality
Domestic flights may have lower cabin limits than international sectors. Helmets, batteries, tools, aerosols and liquids can 
create screening problems.

The risk
A bag that works on the flight may be impossible to secure safely to the rented motorcycle.

What to do
 Check every airline sector, including domestic connections.
 Confirm cabin and checked weight, dimensions and sporting-equipment rules.
 Carry lithium batteries in accordance with airline rules and protect terminals.
 Check restrictions on tools, CO₂ cartridges, aerosols and chain products.
 Use soft luggage with independent secure attachment paths.
 Do a complete test pack and motorcycle-mount simulation before departure.
 Keep documents, medication and one change of clothing in cabin baggage.
 Use identifiable luggage and photograph contents before travel.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  A collapsible duffle or modular soft system is easier to move between aircraft, hotel and motorcycle than rigid 
luggage.

RED FLAG  Do not attach bags using only elastic cords.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Buy consumable chain lubricant locally when airline restrictions make carriage impractical.
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SECTION 05 / 06

ACCOMMODATION & 
LOGISTICS
A good riding hotel is not necessarily luxurious. Safe parking, location, laundry, 
early breakfast and easy access can matter more than a resort lobby.

READ THE WHOLE SECTION DURING PLANNING. USE EACH NUMBERED MODULE AS A QUICK REFERENCE 
OR FACEBOOK GUIDE.
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GUIDE 5.1

FUEL AND RURAL RIDING
QUICK SUMMARY  Refuel based on the next reliable opportunity, not only the dashboard range estimate.

Executive checklist
 Know the realistic loaded range of the motorcycle.☐
 Reset a trip meter at each fill.☐
 Mark reliable fuel on offline maps.☐
 Refuel before remote sections and when the group stops, even if one bike could continue.☐

The reality
Fuel stations are common on many main routes but can thin out on rural and mountain roads. Opening hours, fuel grade 
and payment methods vary.

The risk
Running low late in the day creates pressure to ride faster, continue after dark or accept poor-quality fuel.

What to do
 Know the realistic loaded range of the motorcycle.
 Reset a trip meter at each fill.
 Mark reliable fuel on offline maps.
 Refuel before remote sections and when the group stops, even if one bike could continue.
 Carry cash in small denominations.
 Ask locally when the next fuel is uncertain.
 Do not store improvised fuel containers near heat or luggage without a safe system.
 Recalculate the day if headwinds, detours or road conditions increase consumption.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  In a group, plan around the shortest-range motorcycle.

RED FLAG  A fuel icon on an old map entry may no longer represent an operating station.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If fuel availability becomes uncertain, turn back while the known fuel remains within range.
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GUIDE 5.2

BIKE MAINTENANCE AND ROADSIDE FIXES
QUICK SUMMARY  Inspect the rental motorcycle before departure, check it daily and involve the rental company before 
authorising significant repairs.

Executive checklist
 Check tyres, pressure, chain, fluids, lights, brakes, controls and luggage mounts each morning.☐
 Use the manufacturer or rental company specification for tyre pressure and chain slack.☐
 Carry the rental company’s phone and messaging contact offline.☐
 Download the relevant language pack and offline map.☐

The reality
Local repair help is widespread in many Southeast Asian towns, but language, parts and workshop capability vary. Rental 
agreements may restrict unauthorised work.

The risk
A small puncture or loose fitting can become a long delay; an unauthorised major repair can become a payment dispute.

What to do
 Check tyres, pressure, chain, fluids, lights, brakes, controls and luggage mounts each morning.
 Use the manufacturer or rental company specification for tyre pressure and chain slack.
 Carry the rental company’s phone and messaging contact offline.
 Download the relevant language pack and offline map.
 Search “motorcycle repair” or say “raan som rot motor-sai” - roughly rahn som rote moh-ter-sai - for motorcycle repair.
 For tyre repair, say “raan pa yang” - roughly rahn pah yahng.
 Photograph the problem and share a location pin.
 Obtain approval before parts replacement or major work.
 Keep receipts, old parts where practical and all messages.
 Move the rider and bike out of traffic before diagnosing a problem.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  After the first short ride, recheck luggage security, pressures and controls.

RED FLAG  Reject badly worn tyres, leaking suspension, weak brakes, warning lights or unsafe controls at handover.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  For a remote puncture: move safely, contact the rental shop, pin the location and search offline 
maps for “raan pa yang” or tyre repair.
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GUIDE 5.3

ACCOMMODATION FOR RIDERS
QUICK SUMMARY  Book for the motorcycle as well as the bedroom.

Executive checklist
 Confirm off-street or monitored motorcycle parking.☐
 Check access surface, steep ramps and gate closing times.☐
 Ask whether luggage can be stored before check-in or after checkout.☐
 Prioritise laundry every few days.☐

The reality
Central boutique hotels can have no secure parking; remote resorts may have difficult access, no food after an early finish 
or poor communication.

The risk
Arrival becomes stressful when a loaded group must search for parking, carry luggage long distances or find dinner after 
dark.

What to do
 Confirm off-street or monitored motorcycle parking.
 Check access surface, steep ramps and gate closing times.
 Ask whether luggage can be stored before check-in or after checkout.
 Prioritise laundry every few days.
 Check early breakfast or nearby food for early departures.
 Save the address and phone number in English and the local language.
 For groups, confirm room count, bed configuration, deposit and cancellation in writing.
 Avoid locking every night too early when the route remains weather-dependent.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Two nights in a useful base can be better than moving luggage every morning.

RED FLAG  “Parking available” may mean an exposed public street.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Use satellite or street imagery to inspect access, then message the hotel directly about 
motorcycle parking.
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GUIDE 5.4

DAILY RIDE LOGISTICS
QUICK SUMMARY  A simple evening and morning routine prevents most avoidable delays.

Executive checklist
 Review weather, route, fuel and accommodation each evening.☐
 Agree departure-ready time, not breakfast time.☐
 Charge phones, cameras, intercoms and power banks.☐
 Pack the night before and leave only morning-use items out.☐

The reality
Groups lose time through inconsistent fuel, late packing, missing keys, uncertain routes and uncharged communications. 
Small delays compound until the final hour is ridden in darkness.

The risk
Rushing creates missed checks, separated riders and poor decisions.

What to do
 Review weather, route, fuel and accommodation each evening.
 Agree departure-ready time, not breakfast time.
 Charge phones, cameras, intercoms and power banks.
 Pack the night before and leave only morning-use items out.
 Use lead and sweep riders for groups and agree regroup points.
 Share the accommodation pin and emergency contacts with every rider.
 Start with fuel or finish the previous day with fuel-do not debate it at departure.
 Stop before fatigue becomes obvious and reassess the day after any long delay.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Keep the group system simple enough that every rider remembers it without a briefing document.

RED FLAG  A fast rider disappearing ahead is not group leadership.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If separated, continue to the last agreed regroup point rather than creating multiple search 
parties.
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GUIDE 5.5

GROUP RIDING WITHOUT THE PARADE
QUICK SUMMARY  A fly-and-ride group needs a simple safety structure without turning every day into a rigid convoy.

Executive checklist
 Nominate a lead and sweep for each day.☐
 Brief the next regroup point before moving.☐
 Use drop-off markers only if every rider understands the system.☐
 Leave safe spacing and ride your own view, not the wheel ahead.☐

The reality
Riders have different pace, experience, fuel range and stopping habits. Constant close formation creates fatigue; no 
agreed system creates separation and uncertainty.

The risk
The group either compresses into unsafe riding or loses people without knowing whether they stopped, turned or had an 
incident.

What to do
 Nominate a lead and sweep for each day.
 Brief the next regroup point before moving.
 Use drop-off markers only if every rider understands the system.
 Leave safe spacing and ride your own view, not the wheel ahead.
 Regroup after complex junctions, fuel stops and long mountain sections.
 Set an agreed action if communications fail.
 No rider leaves a stop until the sweep or lead accounts for everyone.
 Allow riders to split into smaller pace groups when the route and support plan permit.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  A group of eight often works better as two compatible riding groups sharing fuel, lunch and overnight stops.

RED FLAG  Pressure to “keep up” is a warning that the group system is wrong.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If a rider is missing, stop at the last agreed point and contact them before sending motorcycles 
in different directions.
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SECTION 06 / 06

RIDER EXPERIENCES & 
LESSONS
Field notes turn mistakes into community value. Record what happened, why it 
mattered and what you would do differently next time.

READ THE WHOLE SECTION DURING PLANNING. USE EACH NUMBERED MODULE AS A QUICK REFERENCE 
OR FACEBOOK GUIDE.
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GUIDE 6.1

WHEN “BOOKED” DOES NOT MEAN BOOKED
QUICK SUMMARY  A deposit and friendly messages do not guarantee the promised motorcycles will be available unless the 
booking is specific and documented.

Executive checklist
 List exact dates, pickup/return times, quantity, models and acceptable substitutes.☐
 Ask the operator to confirm each item in one message or invoice.☐
 Record deposit amount, balance, cancellation terms and refund conditions.☐
 Reconfirm at agreed milestones and again shortly before travel.☐

The reality
Small operators may overbook, substitute models, misunderstand group numbers or fail to update availability. 
Communication can be informal even when the trip depends on it.

The risk
Flights and hotels can be locked in while the motorcycles-the centre of the trip-remain uncertain.

What to do
 List exact dates, pickup/return times, quantity, models and acceptable substitutes.
 Ask the operator to confirm each item in one message or invoice.
 Record deposit amount, balance, cancellation terms and refund conditions.
 Reconfirm at agreed milestones and again shortly before travel.
 Keep a backup operator or alternative motorcycle class in mind.
 Do not tell a group the motorcycles are secured until the provider has confirmed the complete booking.
 Escalate repeated non-response early rather than hoping it improves.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  For group rides, use a single written booking summary that both sides can correct.

RED FLAG  A reply such as “yes, no problem” without repeating dates, quantity and models is not a full confirmation.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Set a decision deadline: if confirmation is incomplete by that date, activate the backup plan.
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GUIDE 6.2

WHAT EXPERIENCED RIDERS STILL GET WRONG
QUICK SUMMARY  Experience on a home motorcycle does not remove the risks of an unfamiliar bike, climate, traffic system 
or rental agreement.

Executive checklist
 Slow down the first day and learn the motorcycle.☐
 Treat the handover as seriously as a pre-purchase inspection.☐
 Plan shorter days than at home until local conditions are understood.☐
 Wear the gear selected for the climate.☐

The reality
Confidence can encourage riders to skip the test ride, accept worn tyres, pack too much, underestimate heat or plan home-
country distances.

The risk
The result is often not a dramatic crash but a trip made harder, hotter and more stressful than necessary.

What to do
 Slow down the first day and learn the motorcycle.
 Treat the handover as seriously as a pre-purchase inspection.
 Plan shorter days than at home until local conditions are understood.
 Wear the gear selected for the climate.
 Keep one flexible day.
 Listen to local advice without copying unsafe local habits.
 Review the trip afterward and record changes for the next one.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  The best sign of experience is willingness to turn around, change the plan or reject the bike.

RED FLAG  Familiarity with motorcycles can create false familiarity with the destination.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Make the first day a shakedown route near support rather than the longest remote day.
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GUIDE 6.3

COMMUNITY FIELD-NOTE FORMAT
QUICK SUMMARY  Useful experience is specific enough to help another rider decide or act.

Executive checklist
 State the month and year, location and type of trip.☐
 Name the motorcycle or rental class.☐
 Explain what was expected and what occurred.☐
 Separate observed facts from opinion.☐

The reality
Social posts often say only that a road, shop or hotel was “great” or “terrible.” Without date, motorcycle, conditions and 
outcome, the lesson is hard to apply.

The risk
Unstructured criticism can be unfair to a provider and unhelpful to riders.

What to do
 State the month and year, location and type of trip.
 Name the motorcycle or rental class.
 Explain what was expected and what occurred.
 Separate observed facts from opinion.
 State how the provider responded.
 Explain the practical consequence.
 Finish with what you would repeat or change.
 Invite current updates because conditions may have changed.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  Photos of tyres, agreements, routes or parking often explain more than adjectives.

RED FLAG  Avoid allegations that cannot be supported by records or first-hand experience.

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  Use the structure: Situation → What happened → Impact → Response → Lesson.
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GUIDE 6.4

THE FIRST 24 HOURS AFTER PICKUP
QUICK SUMMARY  Most early problems are not dramatic failures. They are small fit, control, luggage, tyre, navigation and 
communication issues that become serious only when the rider pushes straight into a remote day.

Executive checklist
 Make the first ride a local 20-40 km shakedown before loading the full route.☐
 Test both brakes, steering, low-speed balance, clutch/throttle response and mirror position.☐
 Stop after 15-20 minutes and recheck tyre feel, luggage straps, mounts, leaks and warning lights.☐
 Confirm the phone mount, charging lead, offline navigation and emergency contact work while still near the shop.☐

The reality
The bike may feel acceptable during a five-minute handover but reveal poor tyre pressure, loose luggage, unfamiliar 
switches, uncomfortable lever positions, warning lights or an unstable phone mount after the first hour.

The risk
A rider who has already committed to a long route may ignore a developing issue, arrive after dark or lose the chance to 
return the motorcycle while the shop is open.

What to do
 Make the first ride a local 20-40 km shakedown before loading the full route.
 Test both brakes, steering, low-speed balance, clutch/throttle response and mirror position.
 Stop after 15-20 minutes and recheck tyre feel, luggage straps, mounts, leaks and warning lights.
 Confirm the phone mount, charging lead, offline navigation and emergency contact work while still near the shop.
 Check seat comfort, peg position, wind pressure and passenger fit before the first long day.
 Refuel once locally so the cap, payment method and realistic range are understood.
 Return immediately for a safety fault; document smaller adjustments and obtain approval before changing parts.
 Keep the first night near rental support and avoid making Day 1 the longest or most remote day.

Rider tips and local realities

RIDER TIP  The first stop is part of the handover. Walk around the motorcycle again while it is warm and fully loaded.

RED FLAG  A new vibration, warning light, fuel smell, brake change or moving luggage is not something to “see how it goes.”

PRACTICAL WORKAROUND  If the shop is closed, stop the ride, photograph the issue, send a timestamped message and wait 
for instructions rather than turning a minor problem into disputed damage.
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APPENDIX A

PRINTABLE PRE-DEPARTURE CHECKLIST
Documents

 Passport valid for the destination and transit requirements☐
 Physical motorcycle licence☐
 Correct IDP where required☐
 Travel-insurance certificate and policy wording☐
 Rental booking and written terms☐
 Emergency contacts and offline copies☐

Motorcycle booking
 Exact dates and pickup/return times☐
 Model, capacity and acceptable substitute☐
 Luggage and passenger requirements☐
 Deposit, excess and insurance details☐
 Mileage and geographical restrictions☐
 Breakdown and recovery procedure☐

Trip systems
 Offline maps and language pack☐
 First and last night accommodation☐
 Fuel and daylight plan☐
 Daily check-in arrangement☐
 Airline baggage and battery rules☐
 Test-packed luggage and riding gear☐
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APPENDIX B

MOTORCYCLE HANDOVER CHECKLIST
Record

 Full walkaround video☐
 Odometer, fuel and dashboard☐
 All existing marks and damage☐
 Agreement and signed condition sheet☐

Mechanical
 Tyres and pressure☐
 Front and rear brakes☐
 Chain and sprockets☐
 Forks and visible leaks☐
 Steering, throttle and clutch☐
 Lights, indicators, brake lights and horn☐

Equipment
 Tools and puncture kit☐
 Luggage keys and mounts☐
 Registration/insurance documents☐
 Rental emergency contacts☐
 Spare key and security device☐
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APPENDIX C

ACCIDENT OR BREAKDOWN - FIRST ACTIONS
01  Get people out of immediate danger and call emergency services when required.

02  Do not leave the scene unless safety or authorities require it.

03  Photograph the scene, motorcycle, vehicles, road and documents.

04  Contact the rental company and notify the travel insurer even if the rental company says it is handling everything.

05  Share the exact location and follow recovery instructions.

06  Exchange details without admitting liability.

07  Obtain police and medical records where applicable.

08  Keep receipts, messages and repair approvals.

THAILAND EMERGENCY NUMBERS  Police 191 | Tourist Police 1155 | Medical emergency/rescue 1669 | Fire 199. Confirm 
current numbers before travel.
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APPENDIX D

RENTAL BOOKING QUESTION SHEET
Send these questions in one message and keep the written reply with the booking.

Motorcycle
 Exact make/model and engine capacity?☐
 Year or model generation?☐
 Luggage, phone mount, power outlet and passenger equipment included?☐
 Acceptable substitute if the confirmed bike is unavailable?☐

Money and terms
 Total rate, taxes, mileage limit and late-return charge?☐
 Deposit method, amount and refund timing?☐
 Cancellation and non-delivery refund conditions?☐
 What damage is excluded from the quoted cover?☐

Insurance and support
 Compulsory, third-party and motorcycle-damage protection?☐
 Excess for each type of incident?☐
 Theft, tyre, wheel, key and recovery exposure?☐
 Who do I call after-hours and how is a remote breakdown handled?☐

Geography
 Permitted provinces and roads?☐
 Ferry or island restrictions?☐
 Any international border or one-way restrictions?☐
 Written permission required for the planned route?☐
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APPENDIX E

BUDGET FRAMEWORK
Build the trip from ranges and contingencies rather than a single optimistic daily figure. Current prices belong in a dated trip 
note because they change faster than the core guide.

Fixed before departure
Flights, travel insurance, IDP/licence documents, deposits, first and last accommodation, checked baggage and any non-
refundable activity.

Daily riding
Motorcycle hire, fuel, accommodation, food, laundry, parking, tolls/ferries, local SIM/data and small attractions.

Risk reserve
Rental excess, emergency transport, replacement accommodation, medical deposit, damaged luggage or equipment and 
an unplanned return to the rental city.

Group money
Agree what is shared, who pays deposits, how refunds are returned and how cash expenses are recorded. Do not make 
one rider finance the group without a written ledger.

PLANNING RULE  Keep the emergency reserve separate from the normal holiday budget and available through more than one 
card or account.
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APPENDIX F

COMMUNITY RENTAL LEADS - VERIFY BEFORE BOOKING
Cross-reference: Guides 2.1-2.5. These are practical starting points, not blanket endorsements. Fleets, staff, terms and 
motorcycle condition change. Apply the full booking and handover checks in Section 2 to the exact motorcycle offered.

Chiang Mai - Mr Mechanic
Last checked: 19 August 2026. A long-running Old City operator used by members for northern Thailand trips, including 
CB500X/NX500-class enquiries. Public feedback is mixed, which makes the exact-bike inspection, written terms and 
damage record essential. Confirm current fleet, insurance, excess, luggage, deposit and roadside support directly.

Bangkok - BSR Bike Shop
Last checked: 19 August 2026. A current operator with city and touring rentals. Its official site publishes deposit, included 
equipment, geographic-use conditions and optional damage/theft cover. Confirm the exact motorcycle and touring 
permissions because city-bike conditions differ from touring-bike conditions.

Phuket and other cities
Status at 19 August 2026: no operator is listed as verified in this edition. Use the rental-company checklist, ask the group 
for recent first-hand experience and keep a backup provider until the booking is fully confirmed.

HOW A LEAD BECOMES A RECOMMENDATION  Recent first-hand hire, written terms reviewed, exact motorcycle inspected, 
deposit returned correctly and roadside response tested or clearly documented.
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APPENDIX G

SOURCE REGISTER AND REVIEW NOTES
These sources support the legal, safety, insurance and route-planning cautions in Version 1.1. Destination rules and 
policies change; recheck them before every trip and every new edition.

Australian Government Smartraveller - Thailand
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/asia/thailand

Licence/IDP, helmet, passport deposits, road risk, air quality, rental insurance and emergency contacts. Checked 19 
August 2026.

Smartraveller / CHOICE - What are you covered for?
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/choice-travel-insurance-buying-guide/what-are-you-covered

Motorcycle licensing, helmet and policy-condition cautions. Checked 19 August 2026.

Smartraveller - road safety, driving and riding
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/before-you-go/getting-around/road-safety

IDP, licensing and overseas road-safety planning. Checked 19 August 2026.

Thailand Department of Land Transport
https://www.dlt.go.th/en/international-driving-licence

Official DLT international-driving-licence information. Checked 19 August 2026.

Thailand DLT Foreign Vehicle Permit
https://fvp.dlt.go.th/Manual2

Foreign-registered vehicle requirements; relevant when bringing a vehicle across a border rather than renting locally. 
Checked 19 August 2026.

Tourism Authority of Thailand - Mae Hong Son
https://www.tourismthailand.org/Articles/mae-hong-son

Official destination context for Tham Lod, Su Tong Pae, Pai and Mae Hong Son. Checked 19 August 2026.

Tourism Authority of Thailand - Ban Rak Thai
https://www.tourismthailand.org/Attraction/ban-rak-thai

Official destination listing. Checked 19 August 2026.

Cover-More - motorcycle travel insurance
https://www.covermore.com.au/travel-insurance/motorcycle-travel-insurance

Current public conditions for Motorcycle/Moped Riding and Riding+ options. Check the current PDS and quote. Checked 
19 August 2026.

Fast Cover - motorcycle riding cover
https://help.fastcover.com.au/article/374-is-moped-scooter-or-motorcycle-riding-covered

Current public licensing, capacity and Motorcycle Pack summary. Check the current PDS and quote. Checked 19 August 
2026.

Allianz - motorcycle riding and Adventure Pack
https://www.allianz.com.au/travel-insurance/bali.html

Current public activity conditions for motorcycle riding under the Adventure Pack. Check the current PDS and quote. 
Checked 19 August 2026.

nib - road trip and motorcycle cover
https://www.nibtravelinsurance.com.au/what-we-cover/road-trip-cover

https://www.nibtravelinsurance.com.au/what-we-cover/road-trip-cover
https://www.allianz.com.au/travel-insurance/bali.html
https://help.fastcover.com.au/article/374-is-moped-scooter-or-motorcycle-riding-covered
https://www.covermore.com.au/travel-insurance/motorcycle-travel-insurance
https://www.tourismthailand.org/Attraction/ban-rak-thai
https://www.tourismthailand.org/Articles/mae-hong-son
https://fvp.dlt.go.th/Manual2
https://www.dlt.go.th/en/international-driving-licence
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/before-you-go/getting-around/road-safety
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/choice-travel-insurance-buying-guide/what-are-you-covered
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/asia/thailand
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Current public motorcycle capacity and exclusion summary. Check the current PDS and quote. Checked 19 August 2026.

BSR Bike Shop - rentals and conditions
https://www.bsrbikeshop.com/motorbike-rentals

Current operator information used only as a dated rental lead, not an endorsement. Checked 19 August 2026.

Mr Mechanic public listing / review record
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g293917-d10721045-Reviews-Mr_Mechanic-Chiang_Mai.html

Mixed public feedback supports the guide’s recommendation to inspect the exact bike and document condition. Checked 
19 August 2026.

EDITORIAL NOTE  Rental-company recommendations, prices, border status and insurance-product comparisons should live in 
dated field notes or update tables, not as permanent claims in the core guide.

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g293917-d10721045-Reviews-Mr_Mechanic-Chiang_Mai.html
https://www.bsrbikeshop.com/motorbike-rentals
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END NOTE

USE IT. TEST IT. IMPROVE IT.
This is the send-on-request Fly & Ride Planning Guide. Each supporting module can also be published in the Facebook 
group, improved through member experience, and folded back into the next version of the master document.

Community input is welcome-but the final responsibility remains with each rider to confirm the law, insurance, motorcycle, 
route and conditions that apply to their own trip.

STANDARD GUIDE CLOSING  This guide provides general information only. Laws, prices, insurance conditions and rental 
requirements can change. Confirm important details directly before booking or riding.
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